
383Administration of William J. Clinton, 1998 / Mar. 6

quickly as possible to support full funding
for the IMF.

Remarks at the Screening of ‘‘Earth
to the Moon’’
March 5, 1998

Thank you very much, ladies and gentle-
men, welcome to all. Thank you, John Ken-
nedy, for those wonderful remarks. Thank
you, Jeff Bewkes, for taking a chance on this
project. I know it’s a big, big project. I pre-
dict it will get a big, big response from the
American people. Thank you, Tom Hanks,
and thank all of you who were part of this.

I’d also like to thank the people at NASA,
with whom you worked—I’m sure many of
them are here—for the work they do every
day. I thank all the astronauts who are here.
And we’re especially proud of Lieutenant
Colonel Eileen Collins, who will be our first
woman mission leader very soon.

There’s not much more that needs to be
said. But as one of the graduates of the class
of 1968, I want to thank all of you for saving
1968 all over again. [Laughter]

Hillary, today, when we honored Eileen
Collins, pointed out that when she was a
young girl she wrote off to NASA and asked
for information about how to be an astronaut.
And she was told that, at the time, women
were not welcome in the program. Today,
we see that change.

The growth of the space program and the
way it’s changed and strengthened is in many
ways evidence of the growth of America over
the last three decades. And I think any of
us who had anything to do with it have been
profoundly proud of it. Hillary mentioned
the Mars mission that seemed, once again,
to sort of spark the popular imagination in
our Nation for the space program with the
wonderful Sojourner looking around for red
rocks with wonderful names like Scooby
Doo. [Laughter]

You know, the international space station
will be up before long, and it will literally
be the size of a football field. Now, the vehi-
cle John Glenn went up in over 35 years ago
was about the size of a compact car. And
when the space station is there, it will change
forever the way people can relate to the

Earth and to the other planets in the solar
system. All of this has happened for a lot of
reasons.

There are Members of Congress here, and
I thank them for their presence. Congress
continued to support the space station and
space program against the kinds of criticisms
that are still current today that John so elo-
quently chronicled from the 1960’s. Presi-
dent Kennedy wanted us to become the
world’s leading spacefaring nation, and we
have. I want us to continue that distinction
well into the 21st century. It is profoundly
important to us. Colonel Collins, for exam-
ple, will lead us in an effort to launch a tele-
scope that will allow us to peer into the deep-
est reaches of outer space. The new balanced
budget will support 28 more space missions,
to help us decipher more of the mysteries
of black holes, of ancient stars, of the Earth
itself.

The knowledge we gain from these mis-
sions will help us to solve problems here on
Earth, from osteoporosis to ovarian cancer.
It will help to make our farms more produc-
tive. It will help us to deal with the crisis
of global warming. And as the distinguished
scientist Stephen Hawking, who will be in
this place tomorrow night, has pointed out,
it may well help us uncover the very origins
of human life itself.

I hope all of you who are part of this
project will be able to look back 10, 20, 30,
40 years from now with immense pride that
you have once again sparked the imagination,
the dreams, the hopes, and the courage of
the American people to follow our astronauts
into space and to follow our imaginations
wherever they lead.

Thank you, and God bless you.
There are so many wonderful people here

tonight, I hesitate to acknowledge anyone.
But someone who helped us all get through
that era is here: Walter Cronkite, thank you
very much for your presence.

And now Hillary and I would like to invite
you all into the State Dining Room for a re-
ception, where we will try to stay on both
feet, on the ground. [Laughter]

Thank you, and bless you. Let’s go in.
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NOTE: The President spoke at 8 p.m. in the East
Room at the White House, following the screen-
ing of an episode of the Home Box Office produc-
tion. In his remarks, he referred to John F. Ken-
nedy, Jr., son of President John F. Kennedy; Jeff
Bewkes, chairman, Home Box Office; and actor
Tom Hanks.

Proclamation 7072—National Older
Workers Employment Week, 1998
March 5, 1998

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Americans are living longer, healthier

lives. As a Nation, we are witnessing a dra-
matic growth in the population of Americans
aged 55 and older, a trend that will continue
well into the next century. To maintain our
dynamic economy and to fill the jobs of the
21st century, we must make the most of the
creative potential and productive capacity of
this growing segment of our society.

Unfortunately, many Americans aged 55
and older encounter serious difficulty finding
employment when they lose their jobs or
seek to change careers. Employers too often
focus on the age of older workers instead of
their qualifications and strong work ethic. By
failing to recognize the wealth of skills and
experience older workers can bring to their
jobs, such employers deny them an equal op-
portunity to make their own valuable con-
tributions to the American workplace.

To counter these challenges, laws and gov-
ernment programs offer older workers the
protections and services they need to ensure
fair employment opportunities and practices.
The Age Discrimination Act, the Older
Americans Act, and the Age Discrimination
in Employment Act protect the basic rights
of millions of older working Americans. The
Department of Labor and the Department
of Health and Human Services also assist
older workers through such efforts as the
Senior Community Service Employment
Program and the programs of the Adminis-
tration on Aging.

Older Americans actively contribute to our
communities through their hard work, wis-
dom, and experience. They have rightly

earned our admiration and respect; they have
also earned a fair chance at a good job. As
we observe National Older Workers Employ-
ment Week, I urge all employers, when they
hire new workers, to consider carefully the
skills and other qualifications of men and
women aged 55 and older and to fully utilize
this rich national resource.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States, by virtue of
the authority vested in me by the Constitu-
tion and laws of the United States, do hereby
proclaim March 8 through March 14, 1998,
as National Older Workers Employment
Week. I encourage all Americans to recog-
nize the contributions that older workers
make to the workplace and to our economy,
and I urge public officials responsible for job
placement, training, and related services to
intensify their efforts throughout the year to
help older Americans find suitable jobs and
training.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifth day of March, in the year
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
eight, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-second.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., March 10, 1998]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on March 6, and it
was published in the Federal Register on March
11.

Remarks on the National Economy
March 6, 1998

Good morning. Today we received more
good news for our workers and our families.
Our economy added another 310,000 new
jobs last month; real wages continued to rise;
unemployment fell to 4.6 percent, the lowest
level in a quarter century; and more Ameri-
cans are sharing in the prosperity. Hispanic
unemployment, for example, fell to a record
low.

The American economy has now added
more than 15 million new jobs since I took
office. Inflation has remained low and stable.
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